Introduction
Transitional habitats, that is those lying between major habitats (land and sea, freshwater and land) tend to fall through the net of biological investigations (Little, 1990 Little (1990) noted that the fossil record of the amphipods is only from the Quaternary, but Bousfield (1984) and Bousficld and Poinar (1995) Tasmania has a remarkably rich talitrid fauna (Richardson, 1993 (Richardson, , 1996 which includes representatives of all Bousfield's groupings. The taxonomy of the landhoppers is well-known (Friend, 1 987) and the diverse intertidal fauna is currently being described by the senior author. Friend (1987) (Richardson, 1993, in prep.) etal., 1993 etal., , Morritt, 1987 etal., , 1988 etal., , 1989 Spiceret al.. 1987; Taylor, 1987, 1994) , and Tasmania provides perhaps the best opportunity in the world to combine ecophysiology with studies of distributions and other aspects of the biology of a translittoral series, provided that places where that can be done remain intact.
